LOUIS XV AND THE MARQUISE DE POMPADOUR

her return to religion. The marquise fasted,
stopped appearing in fine clothes in public, received
ambassadors at her tapestry-work, attended services,
and showed an edifying piety.

Nothing could have moved the king more; he
himself had a fund of sincere piety that had remained
intact despite the outbreak of his passions. He
attended Divine Service with unfailing attention;
read prayers all through, and showed real concen-
tration. His knowledge of the ritual was such
that he used to embarrass priests and prelates by
putting difficult questions to them. At the passing
of the Host he always used to get down from his
coach and fling himself to his knees in the mud
or the dust.

Louis XV wanted Corpus Christi day to be
celebrated with pomp and magnificence, and he fol-
lowed processions tirelessly, astonishing his house-
hold by his scrupulous fulfilment of every Christian
duty. None could speak slightingly of any question
involving religion before him. The censorious
attitude of writers, philosophers and freethinkers
filled him with pity and disgust.

The question of the After-world continually
preyed on his mind; the idea of death hardly ever
left him, ever recurring in his conversation with
often painful details. When Henriette lay dying on
ioth February 1752, he went and took Holy Com-
munion together with the royal family, the officers
on duty, and the court ladies, each one holding
a candle in his hand, and brought the viaticum to
his daughter who took communion with fervour.,